World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO/UNESCAP Workshop on the GATS for Asian economies



	venue and dates
	Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 4-7 May 2010

	Course description
	This seminar offers training on the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and developments in the ongoing services negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda (DDA).  Presentations will focus on the provisions governing the scheduling of access commitments, taking into account country-specific objectives and constraints, and on the state of play in the current negotiations, including in rule-making areas.   The seminar is intended to respond to particular sector- and policy-related interests expressed by participants.  Regional experts will be invited to present cases studies on regional experiences with services reform for discussion. 
In addition to building technical capacity on the legal and negotiating framework of the GATS, the seminar will also provide an opportunity to reflect on actual country experiences in undertaking services reform.  Issues that have arisen in recent studies on the GATS (e.g. implications of proliferating preferential trade agreements for trade in services) will also be discussed.   


	Objectives
	By the end of the seminar, participants will have enhanced their understanding of the Agreement (as well as the GATS-related specificities of various key services sectors such as telecommunications, finance, education and health) and its impact on national trade rules and policy decisions, which they are expected to prepare, interpret or implement.   
Participants should be in a position to critically review scheduling proposals, as well as offers by other Members, (which is vital in the context of current request-offer services negotiations).  Understanding of the GATS will also be helpful in relation to  particular policy projects (eg. conformity of preferential trade agreements to multilateral trade rules, etc.).  Through the presentations and discussions with regional resource persons, participants will also have a broader understanding of how the GATS relates to current regional developments on services reform. 



	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	Trade in Services Division, WTO in collaboration with UNESCAP.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this advanced seminar are government officials who 

(1) have responsibilities in the area of trade in services; and
(2) have some understanding of the basic provisions of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) 

The following countries are proposed (maximum of 2 officials per country):  Bangladesh; Bhutan; Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; China; Fiji; Hong Kong, China; India; Indonesia; Korea, Rep. of; Lao PDR; Macao, China; Malaysia; Maldives; Mongolia; Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; Samoa; Singapore; Solomon Islands; Sri Lanka; Thailand; Chinese Taipiei; Timor Leste; Tonga; Vanuatu; Viet Nam.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent by UNESCAP to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

In preparation of the seminar, participants are expected to work through the interactive training course on the GATS, which is available on the WTO Website. 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/cbt_course_e/signin_e.htm


Draft Programme

WTO/UNESCAP Advanced Regional Workshop on the GATS and Services Negotiations 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 4 -7 May 2010
	Day 1 - 4 May 2010


	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration



	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening session 



	
	· Opening statement by WTO

· Welcome remarks by ESCAP

· Welcoming  remarks by Government of Malaysia


	09:30 – 10:30
	Session 1

Trade in Services: Review of key concepts 

· The context: Trade in Services in the world economy 

· Services liberalization and developmental implications



	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break 



	10:45 – 12:30
	Session 2  

Architecture of the GATS 

· Scope and coverage

· Obligations and disciplines

· Exceptions and other departures from MFN treatment



	12:30 – 13:45
	Lunch break



	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 3

Principles and practice of scheduling specific commitments 

· Structure and significance of a services schedule

· Positive/negative list approach to scheduling

· The GATS approach to classification (W/120, CPC)

· Market Access (Article XVI) and National Treatment (Article XVII)

· Additional Commitments (Article XVIII)

· Horizontal/sector specific commitments



	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break 



	15:15 – 17.00
	Session 4:  Quiz on the GATS and practical exercises




	Day 2 – 5 May 2010


	09:00 – 11:00
	Session 6   

Application of GATS to specific sectors

· Telecommunications 

· Financial Services 

· Relevant Issues



	11.00- 11.15
	Coffee break 



	11.15 – 12.30
	Session 7  

Public services and the GATS 

· Concept of public services

· Status under GATS

· Relevance to specific sectors (education and health)



	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch break



	14.00 – 15:15
	Session 8

Practical exercises concerning scheduling of commitments 


	15.15-15.30
	Coffee break



	15:30- 17:00
	Session 9 

Invited speakers (TBC): Services reform and liberalization in the Asia-Pacific region: Case studies of selected country experiences




	Day 3 – 6 May 2010


	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 9 

GATS provisions in the light of recent dispute rulings 



	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break



	10:45 – 11:30
	Session 10  

Doha Development Agenda

· GATS negotiations

· Current state of play 



	11:30 – 12:30
	Session  11  

Departures from MFN treatment: A closer look 

· GATS and Preferential Trade Agreements

· Other departures from MFN treatment (Recognition Measures, MFN Exemptions, General Exceptions)


	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch break



	14.00 – 15.15


	Session 12

ESCAP: Preferential Trade Agreements in Services 


	15.15 - 15.30
	Coffee break



	15.30 – 16.30
	Invited speaker (TBC): Asian economic integration in services – case study of ASEAN 



	16:30 – 17:00
	General discussion:  What have we learned and what next ?




	Day 4 – 7 May 2010


	9.00 – 11:00
	Session 13  

Domestic regulation and GATS Rules 

· Disciplines on domestic regulation 

· Emergency safeguards, government procurement and subsidies 


	11.00-11.15


	Coffee break

	11.15-12.30
	Session 14

Measuring trade in services
· Balance of Payments Trade in Services, Foreign Affiliates Statistics, GATS Modes of supply/Mode 4 

· Review of international databases and resources 



	12.30-14.00
	Lunch break

	14.00-15.00
	Evaluation of the workshop and closing session




__________________
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