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Organization

	title of the event
	Advanced Regional Workshop on the GATS & Services Negotiating Skills

	venue and dates
	Paramaribo, Suriname, 13-16 July 2010

	Course description
	This workshop offers training on the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and developments in the ongoing services negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda (DDA).  It will focus on the provisions governing the drafting and conduct of GATS requests and offers, taking into account country-specific objectives and constraints, and on the regional implications of issues related to sectoral and modal proposals in the negotiations.  The workshop is intended to improve capacity to address sectoral and policy interests of participants in the course of negotiations.  Regional experts will be invited to present cases studies on regional experiences with services reform for discussion. 
In addition to building technical capacity on the legal and negotiating framework of the GATS, the workshop will also provide an opportunity to reflect on country objectives and experiences in undertaking services reform.  Issues that have arisen in recent studies on the GATS (e.g. implications of preferential trade agreements for trade in services) will also be discussed.   


	Objectives
	By the end of workshop participants will have enhanced their understanding of the Agreement and the ability to use this understanding to engage more fully in  negotiations and improve their understanding of its impact on national economic and trade policy decisions in which they take part.  
Participants should be in a position to critically review requests and offers as well as classification and scheduling proposals on the table in the context of current Doha negotiations.  Understanding of the GATS will also be helpful in relation to  particular policy projects (eg. conformity of preferential trade agreements to multilateral trade rules, etc.).  Through contributions of regional resource persons, participants will also have a broader understanding of how the GATS relates to current regional developments on services reform. 

	Programme
	Tentative Programme is attached

	Organizing institution/body
	Trade in Services Division, WTO in association with CARICOM

	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this advanced workshop are government officials who 

(1) have responsibilities in the area of trade in services; and
(2) possess a basic level of understanding of the provisions of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and scheduling techniques
The following countries are proposed (maximum of 2 officials per country): Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	In conformity with WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

In preparation of the workshop, participants are expected to work through the interactive training course on the GATS, which is available on the WTO Website. 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/cbt_course_e/signin_e.htm
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PROGRAMME

WTO Advanced Workshop on 
the GATS & Services Negotiating Skills
Paramaribo, Surinam, 

13-16 July 2010
	Day 1 - Tuesday 13 July



	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	
	

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening session 


	
	· Opening statement by WTO

· Welcoming  remarks by host


	09:30 – 10:30
	Session 1
GATS: Review of key concepts – the Framework
· Scope and coverage
· Obligations and disciplines

· Exceptions and other departures from MFN treatment

· Application of GATS to specific sectors/modes (Annexes)


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break 


	10:45 – 12:30
	Session 2  
GATS: Review of key concepts: Schedules of Commitments

· Structure and significance of a services schedule

· The GATS approach to classification (W/120, CPC)

· Definitions of Market Access (Article XVI), National Treatment (Article XVII) and Additional Commitments (Article XVIII)

· Horizontal section/sector specific commitments
· Relationship between schedules and framework obligations


	12:30 – 13:45
	LUNCH BREAK


	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 3

GATS:  Interactive Exercises

· Self test: principles, obligations and scheduling
· Identifying relevant measures

· Schedule drafting techniques


	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break 


	15:15 – 17:00
	Session 4 
Overview of Doha Agenda negotiations 

· Negotiating objectives and priorities identified
· Progress on requests/offers thus far

· Bilateral and plurilateral negotiations

· Latest state of play


	
	

	Day 2 – Wednesday 14 July



	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 5   

Organizing and preparing for negotiations 

· The request-offer process
· Formulating requests 
· Preparing for negotiating sessions 

· Formulating offers



	10:30 - 10:45
	Coffee break 


	10:45 - 12:30
	Session 6  
Interactive exercise: Determining negotiating priorities
· Trade considerations

· Economic policy objectives

· Development factors


	12:30 – 13:45 
	LUNCH BREAK 


	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 6  
Interactive exercise: Playing the game
· Analyzing proposals and requests
· Identifying strategic positions
· Formulating negotiating responses


	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break


	15:15 – 17:00
	Session 7 
Current negotiations on GATS rules 
· The emerging disciplines on domestic regulation
· Key provisions at issue in domestic regulation talks
· Keeping an eye on government procurement and subsidies

· Introduction and distribution of assignments for exercises on domestic regulation and safeguards



	Day 3 -  Thursday 15 July


	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 8 

Interactive Exercises: Domestic Regulation and Emergency Safeguards



	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break


	10:45 – 12:30
	Session 9
Regional Initiatives and Agreements
· Regional integration

· Preferential Trade Agreements
Departures from MFN treatment: A closer look

· Preferential Trade Agreements
· Other departures from MFN treatment (Recognition Measures, MFN Exemptions, General Exceptions)



	12:30 – 13:45
	LUNCH BREAK


	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 10

Interactive Exercise: Practical techniques on formulating offers

· Selecting sectors/services of interest and priority
· Expressing policy objectives and concerns in an offer
· Offering new sectors and measures that need to be scheduled

· Analysis of limitations scheduled and possible improvements



	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break



	15:15 – 17:00
	Session 10 (continued)
Interactive Exercise: Coordination phase

Participant teams engage in consultations



	Day 4 – Friday 16 July


	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 10 (continued)
Interactive Exercise: 

Participant teams report their conclusions


	10:30 - 10:45
	Coffee break 


	10:45 - 12:30
	Session 12
Debriefings  - Services liberalization, trade and economic development – where are the links?

Presentations on experiences of selected participants



	12:30 – 13:45 
	LUNCH BREAK 


	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 13
Wrap up discussion 

Follow up actions and next steps


	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break


	15:15 – 16:00
	Session 14
Closing Session 
· Closing statement by host
· Closing statement by WTO
· Award of certificates 
· Other final remarks


	
	


__________________
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