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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on Market Access Related Issues for Arab Countries 

	venue and dates
	Doha, Qatar, from 18 to 21 October 2010

	Course description
	This workshop focuses on four main market access related issues, i.e. Tariff, Customs Valuation, Rules of Origin and Import Licensing.  It covers the background to market access issues, overview of NAMA negotiations, tariff re-negotiations (especially with the example of ITA tariff elimination), techniques of customs valuation to deal with the practices of the under invoicing, the principles and skills with regard to the application of rules of origin as well as the implementation of the Agreement on Import Licensing

	Objectives
	The aim of this workshop is to enhance and strengthen the participants understanding of market access related issues as a comprehensive package.  Tariff, Customs Valuation, Rules of Origin, Import Licensing are all inter-related trade policy issues and the efficient implementation of the appropriate WTO Agreements are the key to the effective expansion of international trade in this economic region.  After successful completion of this workshop the participants are expected to understand how Members' tariffs are bound under the WTO system (NAMA negotiations), how the tariffs can be re-negotiated, sectorial initiative, especially with the example of tariffs of goods concerning information technology (ITA), as well as what the principles are behind the Agreement on Customs Valuation and what kind of techniques and customs systems are needed to deal with the practices of under invoicing.  The participants are also anticipated to learn the skills to apply rules of origin, and the advantages and disadvantages of tariff-shift rules and value-added rules as well as the detailed knowledge on what have been negotiated by the WTO Members under the Agreement on Rules of Origin.  Finally the participants would be able to learn the mechanism of import licensing regime and how to implement the Agreement on Import Licensing.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Yemen and United Arab Emirates. Each government is invited to nominate two officials involved in market access issues; the host country (Qatar) can nominate four officials.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (document) to be provided.




REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON MARKET ACCESS RELATED ISSUES
FOR MIDDLE EAST AND ARAB COUNTRIES 

Doha, Qatar


18-21 October 2010

Tentative Programme

Monday, 18 October 2010
8:00 - 8:30 
Registration

8:30 -9:00
Opening Ceremony 

9:00-10:15
Tariff Issues 


- Concept and definition



- Legal framework


- Modalities and procedures for tariff negotiations


Speaker:  Xiaobing Tang, WTO
10:15-10:30
Coffee Break

10:30-12:00
Tariff Issues (cont'd)



Speaker:  Xiaobing Tang, WTO 

12:00-12:15
Coffee Break   

12:15-13:45 
Tariff Issues (cont'd)



Speaker:  Xiaobing Tang, WTO

13:45-14:00
Coffee Break

14:00-15:30
Tariff Issues (cont'd)


Speaker: Xiaobing Tang, WTO)
Tuesday, 19 October 2010
8:30 -10:00
Rules of Origin 



- Agreement on Rule of Origin


Speaker:  Eki Kim, WTO
10:00-10:15
Coffee Break 

10:15-11:45
Rules of Origin (cont'd)



- Overall architecture



Speakers:  Eki Kim, WTO
11:45 -12:30
Coffee Break   

12:30-14:00 
Rules of Origin (cont'd)


- Product specific rules of origin



Speaker: Eki Kim, WTO)

14:00-14:15
Coffee Break

14:15 – 15:30
Tariff Issues (cont'd)



- Sectoral tariff negotiations 



Speaker: Xiaobing Tang, WTO
Wednesday, 20 October 2010
8:30 -10:00
Import Licensing 


- An overview of Import Licensing Agreement



Speaker:  Xiaobing Tang, WTO

10:00-10:15
Coffee Break 

10:15-11:30
Import Licensing (cont'd)



- Notification requirements 



Speaker: Xiaobing Tang, WTO   

11:30 -12:15
Coffee Break

12:15- 13:45 
Customs Valuation



- Transaction value methods




Speaker: Eki Kim, WTO

13:45 -14:30
Coffee Break

14:30-15:30
Customs Valuation (cont'd) 



- Other methods


Speaker: Eki Kim,  WTO

Thursday, 21 October 2010
8:30 -10:00
Practical Exercise


Facilitators: Xiaobing Tang and Eki Kim: WTO

10:00-10:15
Coffee Break 

10:15-11:45
Practical Exercise (cont'd) 



Facilitators: Eki Kim and Xiaobing Tang: WTO
11:45 -12:30
Coffee Break

12:30- 14:00 
Practical Exercise (cont'd) 



Facilitators: Eki Kim and Xiaobing Tang: WTO
14:00-14:15
Coffee Break

14:15-15:30
Evaluation of the Workshop



Conclusion
Activity Sheet








