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	title of the event
	First WTO Geneva-based Advanced Thematic Course on Agriculture 



	venue and dates
	Geneva, Switzerland, 8-12 March 2010 



	Course description
	This first WTO Geneva-based Advanced Thematic Course on Agriculture is an in-depth and "hands-on" training course in an area of particular significance for all WTO Members.  
Implemented within the WTO progressive learning framework, the course represents the highest level of learning among WTO training activities.  Due to its advanced nature, the course is targeted at participants who already possess a sound knowledge of the general features of the WTO system and the Agreement on Agriculture.  It is conceived to encourage an active involvement of participants and will address implementation and market access challenges, as well as key issues relating to negotiations, dispute settlement and transparency in the area of agriculture.
 
This one-week course comprises a series of sessions and practical exercises related to the implementation of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture. It includes interactive sessions and exercises to increase the understanding of the operation of the Agreement, as well as an opportunity for participants to attend a meeting of the Committee on Agriculture, with a view to learning how the Committee works in practice, to become familiar with the rules and procedures of the Committee, and of the importance of notifications and transparency in the Committee process.  Participants will be invited to compare their experiences.  Special and differential treatment concerns will also be addressed. 



	Objectives
	At the end of the course the participants are expected to have enhanced their autonomy in respect of: 
· consolidated knowledge of relevant aspects of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture and tools for trade policy analysis (knowledge);
· strengthened confidence to engage actively, and to advance their domestic agricultural trade and development agenda in, the multilateral trading system (confidence); and
· established and/or strengthened a network of contacts with each other and with trainers/experts (network).


	Programme
	[link to be inserted]

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials responsible for agricultural trade policy in their country.  Candidates should have completed a WTO online eTraining course on Agriculture, or have demonstrably commensurate knowledge or professional experience.  They should also possess an excellent ability to communicate, orally and in writing, in English. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation, along with an application form, will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels.  
Twenty (20) places are available for applicants from developing countries and countries with economies in transition.  The costs related to their participation (a return economy class ticket, daily subsistence allowance, including lodging) will be borne by the WTO.  

An additional five places will be available for applicants from developed countries, at their own expense.  

The participants will be selected based on the information submitted.  Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

N.A.
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