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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Seminar on Trade and Development for the Arab Members and Observers 

	venue and dates
	Damascus, Syria, 2-4 August 2010 

	Course description
	The seminar will focus on the linkages between trade and development, and the role that special and differential treatment (S&D) can play in the multilateral trading system (MTS) to help developing countries maximize the gains from international trade.  Providing an overview on the evolution as well as principles of the GATT/WTO system, the seminar is intended to enhance the understanding of the participants of the MTS.  The potentials of the DDA negotiations, in particular areas of interest to the region, will also be highlighted. 
The activity will be undertaken through a combination of powerpoint presentations/lectures and interactive sessions.  Participants will be encouraged to share their views and experiences on how trade can contribute to the development process. 

	Objectives
	The Seminar aims to provide participants with an understanding of the linkages between trade and development, the role of S&D in in the MTS, developments dimensions of the DDA negotiations and a general appreciation of the MTS embodied in the WTO.  The activity will focus on providing the participants with a greater understanding of various factors that can enhance developmental gains from trade. 

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Comoros, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

Generally the Participating officials should have the responsibility of work relating to the WTO in their capitals, and to developmental issues and S&D in particular.



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, letters of invitation will be sent to the relevant government authorities, through established channels. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME
19/04/2010
Seminar on Trade and Development 
Damascus, Syria
02-04 August 2010
Day One – 2 August
08:30 – 09:00
Registration 

09:00 – 09:30
Opening Session - Welcome and Introductory Remarks


Representative of Host Government



WTO Representative
09:30 – 11:15
Overview of the Multilateral Trading System and Introduction to the Basic Principles of the World Trade Organization (WTO)

The session will provide an introduction to the evolution of the GATT/WTO.  The basic principles and objectives of the multilateral trading system and its functions will be elaborated. 

Presenter: S.I.M. Nayyar, Counsellor, and Mr. Taufiqur Rahman, Economic Affairs Officer, Development Division

11:15 – 11:30
Tea Break
11:30 – 13:00 
Trade and Development.

An introductory discussion on the development dimension of world trade; an overarching view on the linkages between Trade and Development and the measures needed to be taken at the institutional and national level to foster development through global trade.

Presenter: S. I. M. Nayyar, Counsellor, Development Division, WTO
13:00 – 14:30
Development Dimension of Doha Round 
The session will discuss the circumstances leading to the launch of Doha Round, mainly
highlighting the concerns of developing countries and focusing on the key objectives of the round. The main issues of interest to countries in the Arab region in the DDA will also be touched upon.  The S&D Work Programme will also be explained. 


Presenter: S. I. M. Nayyar, Counsellor, Development Division, WTO
Day Two – 3 August 2010

09:00 – 10:30   Development Dimension of NAMA Negotiations



This session will look at the market access negotiations on non-agricultural products, and its importance for the region.  The treatment of non-tariff barriers will also be reviewed.


Presenter: Taufiqur Rahman, Development Division, WTO
10:30 – 10:45 
Tea Break
10:45 – 12:00  Development Aspects of Trade Facilitation Negotiations



This session will present the background and legal framework of trade facilitation, i.e. Articles V, VIII and X of GATT 1994.  It will also explain the negotiating mandate, the text-based proposals submitted to date as well as the state of play of the negotiations.  The WTO Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment Program will also be reviewed.



Presenter:  S. I. M. Nayyar, Counsellor, Development Division, WTO

12:00 – 13:30
Development Aspects of Services Negotiations



This session will explain basic GATS provisions, and discuss core concepts of the Guidelines and Procedures for the Services Negotiations.  Particular reference will be made to provisions intended to ensure the increasing participation of developing countries in world trade, and of ways and means of implementing them in the course of the round. 



Presenter: Taufiqur Rahman, Development Division, WTO

Day Three – 4 August 2010

09:00 – 10.30
Aid for Trade


In this session key elements of the Aid for Trade initiative will be highlighted; how 

AFT can effectively contribute to trade capacity building addressing especially the 

infrastructural and supply side issues of trade so as to enable developing countries to 

meaningfully benefit from the market access openings.  


Presenter: Taufiqur Rahman, Development Division, WTO

10:30 – 10:45 Tea Break

10:45 – 12:00
WTO and the Arab Members: Interests in the MTS and in the ongoing DDA negotiations

Participants will be requested to make brief presentations on their goals and objectives from the MTS as well as from the ongoing DDA negotiation.  


Presenter: To be designated

12:00 –  14:00
Accession process in the WTO
Participants from the observer governments to the WTO will be requested to share their experience in the accession negotiations.  A discussion will be held on exploring strategies to advance accession negotiations. 
Presenter: To be designated 



. 

14:00 – 14:30
Conclusion and assessment

Overall discussion on the MTS and the development dimensions of the DDA.  Participants will be asked to provide feedback on issues covered in the Seminar.

Presenter: S. I. M. Nayyar, Counsellor, Development Division, WTO
Activity Sheet








