World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Sixth Special Meeting on Procedures for Information Exchange for officials Responsible for Notifications and Enquiry Points

	venue and dates
	Geneva, 22-24 June 2010

	Course description
	The WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade agreed in 1995 to hold, on a biennial basis, "regular meetings of persons responsible for information exchange, including persons responsible for enquiry points and notifications".  This is the Sixth such meeting that will be held in Geneva;  it will take place back-to-back with the Committee's first regular meeting in 2010.

	Objectives
	The Special Meetings on Procedures for Information Exchange are organized in order to provide Members with an opportunity to discuss issues relating to information exchange and to review periodically the functioning of notification procedures and the operation of enquiry points.  The meeting will also be used to follow-up on recommendations agreed on by the TBT delegates in the context of the Committee's Fifth Triennial Review (G/TBT/26), adopted in November 2009.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO Trade and Environment Division


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Developing country officials dealing with the implementation of the TBT Agreement's transparency disciplines (i.e., notifications, operation of enquiry points).

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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Draft Programme Outline
v. 21 January 2010

The Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (the TBT Committee) agreed in 1995 to hold, on a biennial basis, "regular meetings of persons responsible for information exchange, including persons responsible for enquiry points and notifications".
 These meetings are organized in order to provide Members with an opportunity to discuss issues relating to information exchange and to review periodically the functioning of notification procedures and the operation of enquiry points. 
_______________


In the Fifth Triennial Review, WTO Members stressed that transparency is a fundamental pillar in the implementation of the TBT Agreement and a key element of Good Regulatory Practice.  Moreover, the Committee noted the significant stock of decisions and recommendations that it has developed since 1995 – set out in G/TBT/1/Rev.9 (Section IV) – and, to this end, stressed the importance of full implementation of the existing body of decisions and recommendations.
  

1. Notification practices (technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures) 

(a) What are "good practices" that facilitate internal coordination for the effective implementation of the TBT Agreement's notifications obligations?

(b) What is an effective way of handling comments pursuant to articles 2.9.4 and 5.6.4 of the TBT Agreement?

(c) How and under which format (addendum, corrigendum, revision) should modifications or any other information relevant to previously notified measures be notified to the WTO?

(d) What is the TBT Information Management System and how it can be used?
2. Standards and transparency: the practices of standardizing bodies

(e) How do national standardizing bodies take into account comments by interested parties on draft standards? 

(f) What procedures have been established by international standardizing bodies to ensure that adequate time and opportunity is provided for written comments on draft standards, and for such comments to be taken into account?

3. Enquiry Points 

(g) What are the challenges that developing country Members face with respect to the establishment and operation of their enquiry points? 
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� G/TBT/1/Rev.9, page 28.


� G/TBT/26, para. 32.


� G/TBT/26, para. 34(c).


� G/TBT/26, paras 41 and 42.


� G/TBT/26, para 43(c).


� TBT Agreement, Annex 3: Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards, paras L and N.


� 2000 Committee Decision on Principles for the Development of International Standards,  Guides and Recommendations with Relation to Articles 2, 5 and Annex 3 of the TBT Agreement, G/TBT/1/Rev.9, p. 37.


� G/TBT/26, para 53(b) and 59(d).





