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BIENNIAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING PLAN 2008-2009
Requests for national TA activities
1. The Biennial TA Plan for 2008-2009 (WT/COMTD/W/160) was adopted by the Committee on Trade and Development on 14 November 2007.  Members are invited to submit requests for national technical assistance at their earliest convenience.  Requests may cover the years 2008-2009, which would allow a better short to medium term planning of activities to be undertaken at the national level.  
2. The Plan leaves considerable room for flexibility in matching available resources in specialized WTO Divisions with national demands.  The main objective of national activities is to address specific issues that, in terms of priority needs and depth of treatment, cannot be adequately covered in the planned regional seminars and trade policy courses.  The national demand would thus mainly be a function of what cannot be dealt with efficiently in the other training and assistance provided, allowing also for quick response to changing needs.  The requests should be addressed in writing to the Director of the Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC).
3. The requests should be based on needs assessment undertaken by the beneficiary, with the support of the Secretariat, if required.  Guidelines for conducting needs assessments were developed and set out in document JOB(04)/113, 30 August 2004.  Members are encouraged to use these guidelines in establishing their priorities for their Trade-Related Technical Assistance (TRTA) needs.  Needs assessments can also be based on countries' trade policy reviews and/or the DiagnosticTrade Integration Studies, in the case of LDCs. The requests should contain precise information on the topics/issues to be addressed, so as to best tailor the assistance provided.  Members are invited to indicate any support already offered by other agencies and/or donors, so as to make best use of the Secretariat's financial and human resources, and avoid duplication.  Following the activity, beneficiaries are requested to indicate how the assistance provided has specifically contributed to building capacity, and specify the need for any follow up.  This approach will put the Secretariat in a better position to adapt the technical assistance to Members' demands as they are identified, and to offer more focused and relevant assistance.
4. Given the constraints in WTO resources, and the number of beneficiaries, the demands that can be met for each one will be limited:  on average two national activities per developing country, and three for least developed countries are anticipated for each calendar year.  This figure is indicative, aimed at ensuring that a disproportionate allocation of national seminars to the same beneficiary does not occur.  The 'first-come first-served' approach will not be applicable.  
5. All requests will be given serious and equal attention.  The ITTC will consider, through a dialogue with Members, relevant WTO Divisions, and possibly donors and other agencies, how the requests can best be met.  In some instances, other agencies and organizations may be better suited to address a specific concern than the WTO.  The Secretariat encourages Members to provide equal opportunities for men and women to participate in WTO's technical assistance and training programmes.
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