30 October 1952

INCREASE OF IMPORT DUTIES ON PRODUCTS INCLUDED
IN SCHEDULE XXV (GREECE)

Report adopted by the CONTRACTING PARTIES
on 3 November 1952
G/27 - 1951

1. ThePand on Complaintsinvestigated, with theassi stance of thedel egations of theUnited Kingdom
and Greece, the consistency of Decision No. 766 taken by the Greek Cabinet on 10 July 1952 with
the obligations of the Greek Government under the General Agreement.

2. When the Greek Government conducted tariff negotiations at Annecy and Torquay within the
framework of the General Agreement it agreed to bind the coefficients applied before 1939 for the
conversion of metalic drachmae rates of customs duty into paper drachmae notes on items included
in Schedule XXV and those coefficients were specified in a note to that Schedule. The Decision of
10 July increased those coefficients on a number of products to levels in excess of those specified in
the Greek Schedule. The new levelsof these coefficients, aswell asthelevelsat which they were bound
in Schedule XXV, are listed in the Annex to this Report.

3. TheUnited Kingdom Government, aswell as other contracting partiesinterested, maintained that
this Decision constituted an infringement of the provisions of paragraph 1 of Articlell of the General
Agreement. The Greek Government agreed that this emergency measure taken in July last was not
consistent with its obligations under the General Agreement.

4. The Greek Government indicated that the measure had been taken as an emergency measure to
meet acutefinancial difficultiesand undertook towithdraw theDecision andtorevert before1l July 1953
to the levels bound under the General Agreement. The United Kingdom delegation, as well as the
delegations of other contracting parties affected, stated that they recognized that the Greek Government
had to encounter serious difficulties and that their Governments would be prepared to consider that
the case would be settled to their satisfaction if the coefficients applied to the products described in
Schedule XXV were brought down to the agreed levels specified in the Schedule before the date suggested
by the Greek delegation.

5. In this connection, the Pand recommends that the CONTRACTING PARTIES take note of the
undertaking given on behaf of the Greek Government to remove the measure within the time-limit
suggested and to ask that Government to report on the measures taken to implement this undertaking.

6. Accordingly, the Panel submits a draft resolution to the CONTRACTING PARTIES for
consideration and approval.*

!See page 23 for the resolution as adopted by the CONTRACTING PARTIES.
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ANNEX

COMMODITIES INCLUDED IN SCHEDULE XXV AND AFFECTED

BY THE INCREASE IN THE PRE-WAR COEFFICIENTS
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