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Introduction

I. Salient trends and features on performance of developing countries in international tourism.
The tourism sector is probably the only service sector showing concrete and quantified trading opportunities for all countries regardless of their level of development.  However, it is also the sector where it is clear the uneven distribution of benefits is threatening the social, economic and environmental sustainability of tourism in some developing countries.  For many among them tourism is one of the fundamental pillars of their development process, as it is one of the dominant activities of the economy; while for others, in particular the islands and some small economies, it is the only source of foreign currency and employment, and therefore it constitutes the platform of their economic development. Against such background, this part will present an overview of factors affecting performance, efficiency and sustainability of tourism transaction in developing counties. 

II. Key issues with special impact in the social, economic and environmental sustainability of tourism.      

Overview and illustration of main issues affecting the viability of tourism in developing countries including: (a) the leakage effect produced by their structural vulnerabilities and handicaps in  taking advantage of commercial opportunities; (b) anticompetitive practices affecting tourism viability and performance in the tourism sector, as well as those from other sectors highly linked to tourism; and (c) cooperation for sustainable development of tourism (comments on paragraph 7 of the tourism annex proposal.)             

III. How GATS members should make effective the increasing participation of developing countries in international tourism flows in a sustainable perspective. 

Some reflections on how the GATS 2000 Negotiations could improve the benefits and increase the level of sustainability of the tourism sector in developing countries, along the lines of the provisions of Arts. IV and XIX of GATS.    
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