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I. Introduction:  GATS disciplines concerning tourism 

[Background information]


Overview of the core provisions of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), including the transparency and most favoured nation (m.f.n.) requirements, and their impact on tourism trade.  Examination of the role of GATS commitments in promoting both domestic and foreign investment by helping to ensure the stability and predictability of government regulations and policies affecting tourism.

II.
Overview of scheduled commitments


Tourism as generally defined by WTO Members under the Services Sectoral Classification List (W/120), i.e. Hotels and restaurants, Travel agencies and tour operators, Tourist guides, and Other.  Overview of the level and patterns of market access and national treatment commitments, according to the four modes of supply (cross-border, consumption abroad, commercial presence and the movement of natural persons) as contained in the services Schedules of WTO Members.

III.
Details of scheduled restrictions


Overview of the types and patterns of limitations on market access and national treatment as entered in the services Schedules of WTO Members, including equity limitations, economic needs tests, citizenship requirements, licensing provisions, m.f.n. exemptions, etc.  
IV.  Future prospects:  expanded scheduling?

Preliminary examination of scheduled GATS commitments on the basis of an expanded definition of tourism, for example as contained in the proposed tourism annex.
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