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“As an agency of the United Nations, ITC enables business
export success globally by providing, with partners, trade
development solutions to the private sector, trade support 
institutions and policy‐makers”

International Trade Centre ‐ ITC



ITC’s Market Analysis Tools



ITC’s Market Analysis Tools

Over 320,000 
registered users 
worldwide



Trade for Sustainable Development – T4SD

Components 

• Standards Map: over 120 sustainability 
standards covering 80 sectors and applicable in 
180 countries; summary reviews of each 
standard and code; interactive search 
functionality per sector/product, region/country 
or specific criteria; comparisons of standards 
and self‐assessment tool for producers and 
suppliers;

• Research & resources center: Publications, 
business guides and online resource center;

• Capacity building: Bringing intelligence about 
what the market demands vis‐à‐vis voluntary 
standards, integrated with other ITC tools.

Rationale

• Sustainability concerns in global supply 
chains;

• High demand from SMEs for transparency on 
voluntary standards;

• Confusion among SMEs, TSIs and 
governments around the proliferating 
voluntary standards applied in international 
markets;

• Lack of credible, central & neutral repository 
for standards information.

Support 
SECO, BMZ, European Commission



Over 120 sustainability standards & codes



 Participation is free of charge for all organizations that develop sustainability
standards, codes and audit protocols:

(i) Existence of a published set of criteria & indicators;

(ii) Existence of an implementation system that is operational or nearing operational
status (verification, certification, accreditation…);

(iii) Requirements include criteria that address at least one dimension of sustainable
development (social justice, protection of the environment, economic
development, ethics…).

 ALL information stored in the ITC Standards Map database is carefully quality
controlled by third-party experts and in close collaboration with each organization that
develops and sets the standard, code or audit protocol.

 Standards Map web-tools are free of charge and widely disseminated in close
collaboration with strategic partners (buying companies, traders, producers associations,
export promotion agencies, etc.);

Standards Map: www.standardsmap.org



 Objective: New modules made available on Standards Map, which enable 
users to:
 Identify standards based on specific filters such as product, country… (Identify);
 Review key characteristics of standards, codes and audit protocols (Quick‐Scan);
 Assess similarities and differences of standards’ requirements (Compare); and
 Perform a self‐assessment against selected standards or codes (Self‐Assess).
 Store online self‐assessment / diagnostic Reports and share with partners.

 Sustainability Scope: Environment, Social, Economic, Quality & Ethics.

 Intended users: SMEs, suppliers, traders and buying companies, standards 
organizations, certification bodies.

Standards Map 2.0 



Identify

Quick‐
Scan

Compare

Self‐
Assess

Report

Identify standards or codes of your interest 
(select from a list or identify by product/crop, 
country/region)

Review the main features of your selected 
standards and codes (sustainability scope, 
policies and processes…)

Run comparisons of standards 
based on their content requirements 
and sustainability focus.

Use the Self-Assessment 
tool to assess your profile 
against a standard of 
relevance to your context 

Generate your 
reports online and 
share them with 
business partners.

STANDARDS MAP 2.0



STANDARDS MAP 2.0

From the HOME PAGE of 
Standards Map:

• Access the first two modules 
Identify & Quick-Scan without 
log-in;

• Need to log-in or create a 
user account to access the 
Compare and Self-assess 
modules;

• Introduction video;

• Links to other ITC tools for 
market analysis;



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 ‐ IDENTIFY

IDENTIFY 

• Use country/region; 
product/sector filters to 
identify relevant 
standards.

• Select additional filters 
to narrow your search 
by destination market.

• Review more options to 
narrow your search by 
specific sustainability 
hotspot explicitly 
covered by standards.



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – QUICK‐SCAN

QUICK-SCAN

• Review standards key 
characteristics by 
browsing on a Quick-
Scan menu.

• Generate short reports 
and maps about the 
standards’ scope, 
policies, contacts 
details…



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – QUICK‐SCAN

QUICK-SCAN

• Review standards’ 
sustainability hotspots 
and requirements, 
policies of 
implementation 
regarding the degree of 
obligation of their 
requirements.

• Access detailed 
information about the 
standards’ 
requirements per 
sustainability hotspot.



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – COMPARE

COMPARE

• Review side-by-side 
standards’ 
requirements and 
coverage of 
sustainability hotspots.

• Generate visuals that 
highlight possible 
similarities and 
overlaps between 
standards’ respective 
scope of requirements.



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – COMPARE

COMPARE

• Review side-by-side 
standards’ 
requirements and 
coverage of 
sustainability hotspots.

• Generate visuals that 
highlight possible 
similarities and 
overlaps between 
standards’ respective 
scope of requirements.



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – SELF‐ASSESS

SELF-ASSESS

• Producers or suppliers 
may fill online 
questionnaire and 
“map” their responses 
against standards’ 
requirements.

• Increasing awareness 
of possible areas of 
improvement – not 
similar to an audit 
process.

• Save responses, re-
use them against other 
standards.



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – SELF‐ASSESS

SELF-ASSESS

• Results of self-
assessment can be 
generated after each 
set of questions

• Self-assessment 
questionnaires can be 
customized in 
partnership with 
Standards 
Organizations.



STANDARDS MAP 2.0 – REPORT

REPORT

• Producers or suppliers 
may save their results 
of the self-assessment 
online and generate a 
“diagnostic report” that 
they can then decide to 
make it publicly 
available, and for 
example share the 
report with business 
partners.

• Standards 
Organizations can 
have access to the 
reports made against 
their standards if made 
publicly available by 
the producers / 
suppliers.



Questions & Answers

For more information on Standards Map, please visit
www.standardsmap.org

Do not hesitate to contact us at ITC:

Joseph Wozniak
T4SD Program Manager
wozniak@intracen.org

Standards Map team:
standardsmap@intracen.org


