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Annex

Biographical Information on Speakers and Moderators

Session 1: General Approaches

Alfredo Carlos Orphão Lobo (Brazil)

Mr. Lobo is currently Quality Director of INMETRO, the Brazilian National Institute of Metrology, Standardization, and Industrial Quality.  He is also the executive secretary of the Brazilian Committee of Conformity Assessment (CBAC), of the Brazilian Committee of Standardization (CBN) and of the Brazilian Committee of Regulation (CBR).  A Mechanical Engineer, Mr. Lobo is specialized in Petroleum Equipment Engineering.  He has worked for Petrobras for 28 years and been involved in different activities such as construction and assembly, quality management and human resources management.  Between 1996 and 1999, Mr. Lobo set up and coordinated a team that established the Brazilian Program for Quality and Productivity (PBQP). 

David Shortall (Canada)

David Shortall is a consultant in the area of standards, conformity assessment and trade. He is presently an advisor to Canada's delegation to the WTO TBT Committee and regularly attends  TBT Committee meetings.  From 1996 to 1999, Mr Shortall served as Canada's delegate to the TBT Committee and to the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance. From 1999 to 2004, Mr. Shortall managed the policy group at the Standards Council of Canada which provides advice on standardization and issues related to regulation and trade. 

Ana María Vallina (Chile)

Mrs. Vallina has been Head of the Foreign Trade Department in the Ministry of Economy of Chile since August 2003.  In the Ministry of Economy, she is responsible for the direction, coordination and implementation of international commercial policy. As an International Advisor to the Minister and Vice-Minister, Mrs. Vallina has contributed several bilateral trade negotiations including with the United States, European Communities, South Korea, Japan, China and India.  She leads the negotiations on TBT matters.  Moreover, Mrs. Vallina is actively involved in the Public-Private Council for Export Development and is a Member of Chile's Board of the Standardization National Institute. In 2004, she was Chairperson of the APEC Sub-Committee of Standard and Conformance.  Mrs. Vallina has held teaching positions at Universities for over 20 years and holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Miami.

Cavan O'Connor Close (European Communities)
Mr. O'Connor joined the UK's Government Economic Service in 2001. Between 2001 and 2005 he worked as an economist in the Department of Trade and Industry (UK). He has been on secondment to European Commission, Directorate-General for Enterprise and Industry, as a Senior Economist and Adviser on Better Regulation since 2005.
Masafumi Sugano (Japan)
Mr. Sugano is the Deputy Director for the International Affairs Office, Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Policy Unit of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan.

Rhyu, Gyung Ihm (Korea)

Dr. Rhyu is Director of the TBT Division of the Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS).  She has played a prominent role in the area of standardization and conformity assessment.  She has a PhD in biochemistry from Purdue University from 1984.  

Rajinder Raj Sud (Malaysia)

Mr. Raj has worked most of his career in the area of standards and conformity assessment.  He is currently the Director of Standards at the Department of Standards of Malaysia.  This Department is responsible for national standards policy development and implementation.  From 1998 to 2006, Mr Raj was a senior manager at SIRIM Berhad, where he was responsible for managing the National WTO TBT Enquiry Point, the National Committee secretariat.  During this time he also served as Malaysia's representative at the WTO TBT Committee. From 1994 until 1997, Mr. Raj was responsible for the quality assurance section in the Standards and Quality Division of SIRIM Berhad.
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