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My delegation is pleased to share with you some of our experiences in undertaking self- assessment on trade facilitation needs. Upon regional request from the Ministries of trade of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries GCC, the WTO Secretariat offered regional support to conduct needs assessment. The regional Workshop on Needs Assessment took place successfully on 10th of October 2009 in Muscat, facilitated by international experts from and out of the WTO. 
More than 27 officials attended the Workshop representing 12 relevant ministries, government agencies and private sectors. They considered 47 proposed measures and described their current situation in the country, compliance level with the requirements of measures and identified barriers, doable actions to overcome barriers, and technical assistance needs related to the implementation using the self assessment guide.
 The participants were working in groups and actively engaged in discussions by exchanging views and experiences, and reached a conclusion that out of 47 proposed measures of WTO trade facilitation 
· only 40 % is already in compliance in Kuwait like : 
· Elimination of PSI .

· Strengthened Non-Discrimination.

· Establishing National Committee on Trade Facilitation.
·  where 38% is partially in compliance  for example:
· The need a periodic review meeting on implementation of the Trade facilitation Agreement.
· The importance of including the proposals of high national priority in agenda of the National Committee on Trade facilitation.
· Internet Publication/ Establishment of official website.

· Notification.

·  The Right of Appeal.
· Just 20 % is not in compliance such as: 
· Import Alert/Rapid Alert.
· Prohibition of consular Transaction Requirement. 

· Single Window /one- time Submission

· And 2% Not applicable.
·  There are a number  of  barriers to implementation of the proposed measures were identified such as :

· Lack of coordination mechanism between stakeholders, including the electronic connection. 
· The absence of legally binding legislation.

· Lack of technical trained personnel.

· Lack of infrastructure.

·  The participants in the workshop described a number of local actions to be taken to overcome barriers to implementation of all partially- and non- compliant measures among others:

· Coordinate between stakeholders.
· Establish of legally binding legislation.

· Prepare a cadre of technical trained personnel

· Establishment of infrastructure. 

· Reactivating the partnership between government agencies and the private sector.
· The government of state of Kuwait needs technical assistance in order to implement proposed measures. It would include among other things :
· A workshop to help how to establish a management system and risk analysis.

· A workshop to train human resources to establish inquiry points.
· A special workshop on Single Window/one-time Submission.

· Special training courses and dissemination of the average time for clearance and release.

·  The top ten priorities of measures to be supported in the negotiations have been identified including proposals relating to :
· The right of appeal

· Import Alert/ Rapid Alert.

· Test Procedures.
· Analysis traders.

· Prohibition of Consular Transaction Requirement

· The use of customs brokers.

· Recommendations for the way forward have been set out during the workshop towards continuing :
·  To hold periodic meeting of the National Working Group on implementation of the Trade facilitation Agreement.
·  To include the proposals of high national priority in the agenda of the National Committee on Trade Facilitation.

· To coordinate between the GCC states in the case of proposals, which we have a common interest.

· To learn more from the experience of the other member countries how to apply the Single Window. 
The workshop of the needs assessment was useful instrument to raise awareness of the importance of the trade facilitation negotiations, encourage active participation in the negotiations and identify technical assistance and capacity building. 

In conclusion, the government of state of Kuwait would like to extend gratitude to the WTO Secretariat for their valuable offers of assistance and cooperation.  

