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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations:  Identification of Needs and Priorities

	Number and Duration
	Seven five-day regional workshops will be offered in 2007 for WTO Member and Observer Government Officials.  

	Course description
	Through a combination of presentations and interactive working group exercises, this Workshop will (i) provide an overview of the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations and Members' proposals;  (ii)  explain how to conduct a self assessment of needs and priorities using a self assessment tool specially designed for the negotiations;  and (iii) explain the preparatory work necessary to carry out a self-assessment.  The practical exercises of each working group will help  participants to understand how to assess their trade facilitation needs and priorities using a guide developed for this purpose.  The exercises will also improve their understanding of key issues of the proposals made by WTO Members to the Negotiating Group on Trade Facilitation as well as provide a better overall understanding of the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.
Please note that WTO Members and observers must participate in this regional workshop if they plan to request WTO technical assistance in conducting a national needs assessment on trade facilitation.  


	Objectives
	The aim of the Workshop is to train officials to be able to coordinate and lead government and private sector officials involved in international trade in a self-assessment of needs and priorities as required by the WTO trade facilitation negotiation mandate.  
By the end of the course, participants will understand how to participate more effectively in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations. They will leave the Workshop with an  understanding of the WTO self-assessment "guide" and process and will be ready to undertake preparation for their national needs assessment.


	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in cooperation with Annex D organizations (UNCTAD, the World Bank and the World Customs Organization, OECD, IMF)


	TARGET AUDIENCE 

	The target audience for this course is government officials: 
 (1) from trade and customs, responsible for inter-agency cooperation, with good networking skills and good knowledge about the roles of agencies involved in cross border trade and how these agencies would be affected by the WTO trade facilitation negotiations,  and
(2) be preferably from their Government's Trade Facilitation Task Force or Committee.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation):
TN/TF/W/43/Rev.10;  TN/TF/W/143;  WT/L/579, Annex D;  GATT Articles V, VIII, and X.
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