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REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

ON THE WTO TRADE FACILITATION NEGOTIATIONS:
Identification of Needs and Priorities

Presented by the World Trade Organization
in cooperation with UNCTAD and the World Customs Organization
Nairobi, Kenya

16-20 April 2007
Venue:  The Norfolk Hotel, Harry Thuku Road, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254(0) 20 21 69 40 – Fax: +254(0) 20 21 67 96

Materials are listed by session for anyone wanting to prepare in advance.  Materials can be found on the WTO Trade Facilitation webpage (www.wto.org)
	Objectives:  At the end of the course participants will be able to:
· Explain the background ,legal framework, Members' proposals and negotiation process of the WTO Trade Facilitation negotiations.
· Organize, lead and support their country's national needs assessment.


Monday, 16 April
8:30 –  9:00 
Registration

9:00 –  9:45 
Opening Ceremony and Course and Participant Introductions
9:45 – 11:00 
Session 1:   Introduction to the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations 


- Introduction to GATT/WTO System



- Basic principles



- Trade Facilitation in the context of the WTO and the Doha Round


Speaker:  Stewart Bauknight, WTO

11:00 – 11:15 
Coffee Break

11:15 –  1:00
Session 2:  Introduction to the WTO Trade Facilitation Negotiations 


- Introduction of the GATT Articles and negotiation process for TFNG



- The negotiating mandate - Overview of Members' Proposals



- State of Play



Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO 

Background Materials:  WT/L/579 Annex D; GATT Articles V, VIII, X, Secretariat Compilation of Proposals TN/TF/W/43/Rev.10 (review chart on pages 2-9)
	Objective:  To provide an overview of the WTO framework for the trade facilitation negotiations.


1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:15
Session 3:  Special and Differential Treatment 



- introduction of special and differential treatment



- introduction of Members' proposals



Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO

Objective: Participants will gain a better understanding of proposals that have been made by WTO Members on SDT.  This sessions adds to the participants overall understanding of the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.
3:15 – 3:30 
Coffee Break

3:30 – 5:30
Session 4:  Working Group Exercise  – Evaluation of SDT Proposals

Each working group will review WTO Members' third generation proposals and will draft comments and proposals of their own.  They will also consider issues that need to be further defined or negotiated.  Their own implementation needs and priorities should also be considered.


Lead Facilitator:   WTO -  with all speakers as group facilitators

Objective:Participants will learn how to take a critical look at Members' proposals and will better understand the types of  issues that they must consider in reviewing and drafting third generation proposals.  In addition, this exercise should help them focus their thinking on how to determine their SDT needs.  
Tuesday, 17 April
 9:00 – 9:30
Icebreaker

9:30 – 11:00
Session 1:  Overview of the Needs Assessment Process


- Background



- Objectives



- Preparation – forming a task force or committee



Speaker:  Birgit Viohl, UNCTAD
11:00 – 11:15 
Coffee Break 

11.15 – 1:00
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise on Identification of Stakeholders


Lead Facilitator:  Toni Matsudaira, WCO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)
1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:15
Session 3:  Introduction to the Self Assessment Guide



- Structure



- Process (Part A)



- Outcome of the Self Assessment


Speaker:  Toni Matsudaira, WCO  
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143
	Objective:  Provide an overview and explanation of the self assessment tool and guidelines  


3:15 – 3:30 
Coffee Break

3:30 – 5:30
Session 4:  Working Group Exercise – Advance Ruling Model


Lead Facilitator:  WTO

Wednesday, 18 April
9:00 – 10:30
Session 1:  Introduction to Part B of the tool --- Article X Proposals


- Secretariat Compilation Categories A-F


Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO

Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Categories A-F
Objective:  Provide guidance on practical use of the self assessment tool and explanation of WTO Members' Article X  proposals
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break 

10:45-1:00
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise  –  Needs Assessment Article X Proposals


Participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article X proposals 


Lead Facilitator:  WTO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)
	Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tool to assess implementation needs and priorities for  select proposals under Article X of the GATT.


1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:15
Session 3:  Introduction to Part B of the tool --- Article VIII Proposals


- Secretariat Compilation Categories G-J



Speakers:  Toni Matsudaira, WCO
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Categories G-J
	Objective:  Provide guidance on practical use of the self assessment tool and explanation of WTO Members' Article VIII proposals 


3:15 – 3:30 
Coffee Break

3:30 – 5:30
Session 4:  Working Group Exercise  – Needs Assessment



Participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article VIII proposals 



Lead Facilitator:  WCO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)
Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tool to assess implementation needs and priorities for select proposals under Article VIII of the GATT.
Thursday, 19 April
9:00 – 10:30
Session 1:  Introduction to Part B of the tool - Article VIII Proposals



- Secretariat Compilation Categories K-L


Speakers:  WTO, Sheri Rosenow
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Category K-L
Objective:  Provide guidance on practical use of the self assessment tool and explanation of WTO Members' Article VIII  proposals
10:30-10:45
Coffee Break 

10:45-1:00
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise - Needs Assessment Article VIII


- participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article VIII proposals
Lead Facilitator:  WTO  (with all speakers as group facilitators)
	Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tool to assess implementation needs and priorities for select proposals under Article VIII  of the GATT.


1:00 – 2:00 
Lunch

2:00 -  3:00
Session 3:  Introduction to Part B of the tool --- Article V Proposals


- Secretariat Compilation Category M



- Trade Hub Approach to Transit 



- Film 



Speakers:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO



    Ranga Munyaradzi,USAID Southern Africa Global Competitiveness Hub
Materials:  Self Assessment Guide TN/TF/W/143, Part B, Category M
3:00 – 4:00
Session 4:  Working Group Exercise -- Needs Assessment Article V Proposals


- Participants will use the tool to assess needs for selected Article V proposals



Lead Facilitator:  WTO

	Objective:  Provide hands-on experience in using the tools to assess needs to implement select proposals under Article V of the GATT.


4:00 – 4:15 
Coffee Break

4:15 – 5:30
Panel Discussion – Effective Needs Assessment
Panelists will consist of officials from regional organizations.  Each panelist will make a 3 minute presentation on trade facilitation work in the region and their experience on how to have an effective needs assessment.  The floor will then be open to questions.

Friday, 20 April
9:00 – 10:00
Session 1:  National Needs Assessment Workshop


- Objectives



- Process



-  Preparation


Speaker:  Sheri Rosenow, WTO

Objective: Provide an overview of the WTO national needs assessment program.
10:00– 11:00 
Session 2:  Working Group Exercise – Action Plans



- Preparation For a National Needs Assessment


Lead Facilitator:  WTO

	Objectives:  Participants will leave this workshop with a complete plan of the steps that they must undertake to prepare for their national needs assessment.


11:00 – 11:15
Coffee Break

11:15 – 11:45
Session 3:  Working Group Exercise – Action Plans



- Group discussion of results
11:45-12:30
Evaluation of the Workshop



Speaker:  WTO
12:30
Closing Ceremony
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