Suggested format 

for use of the Contact Point system for TRIPS-related technical assistance

Background: Article 67 of the TRIPS Agreement requires developed country Members to provide, on request and on mutually agreed terms and conditions, technical and financial cooperation in favour of developing and least-developed country Members. According to this provision, the objective of such cooperation is to facilitate the implementation of the Agreement. The Article specifies that such assistance shall include assistance in the preparation of laws and regulations on the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights as well as on the prevention of their abuse, and support regarding the establishment or reinforcement of domestic offices and agencies relevant to these matters, including the training of personnel. Developed country Members of the WTO have agreed to notify contact points in their administrations for technical cooperation on TRIPS. No specific format has been established for use of the system. This document is an informal suggestion only as to how to direct an enquiry through the technical assistance contact point system; it has no official status.
Suggested format for directing an enquiry through the contact point system:

Enquiry to Contact Point for TRIPS-related technical assistance

[insert name and address of Contact Point, 
available at http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_notif_art67_e.htm]

This enquiry is directed to you as the Contact Point for [insert name of Member] for technical co-operation on the TRIPS Agreement notified under Article 67 of the Agreement.

[Name of requesting developing country or LDC Member] has identified a need for technical and/or financial assistance in relation to the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement as follows. 
1. [Host organization/partner/coordinating agency in requesting Member]

2. [General field of TRIPS implementation]

3. [Specific nature of the need identified  - for example, assistance in the preparation of laws and regulations on the protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights as well as on the prevention of their abuse; or support regarding the establishment or reinforcement of domestic offices and agencies relevant to these matters, including the training of personnel]

4. [Details as to the proposed scale and timeframe of the technical assistance]

We would be grateful for your advice on 

· whether your country has relevant technical co-operation programs or resources available in this field

· any other available information on programs or resources available from your country that may be relevant to this area of technical cooperation
· whether it would be possible for us to discuss further the possibilities for technical co-operation in this area, or whether this enquiry can be forwarded to another responsible official or agency in your country for their consideration
We look forward to hearing from you, through the contact details provided below. Thank you for your attention to this enquiry.
Yours sincerely

[Name, official position, contact details of official directing the enquiry]. 

