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1. Equatorial Customs Union/Camercon - Report by Working Party (L/2169)

Mr. DONOVAN (Australia), the Chairman of the Working Party, drew attention
to paragraph 4 of the Working Party's report which referrcd to the general
recognition in the Working Party of the value of regional arrangements in
furthering development objectives of less-developed countries. He also referred
to paragraph 9 which contained an undcrtaking by the representative of the
Customs Union to keep the CONTRACTING PARTIES informed of future developments,
and noted that the CONTRACTING PARTIES would be able to examine the matter again
if they so wished, Mr. Donovan pointed out that the second item in the terms of
reference of the Working Party, the examination of the status of the Schedule of
Gabon, was covered in paragraph 10 of thc report.
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Mr. PROPPS (United Status) said that his delegation supperted the creation
of the Customs Union arrangement and believed that it would be of benefit to
the countrics concerned. However, his country was party to certain of the
reservations expreossed in the reopert. In the first placc, he considerced that
the special treatment accorded to imports from the Europcan Economic Commu-
nity was difficult to reconclle with the fiscal and protective objectives
underlying the ereation of the common cxternal tariff. The United States
delegation was of the opinion that, fer reasons given in paragraph 10 of the
Working Party's report, amicable negotiations should be undertaken o reconcile
any discrepancies botween concessions included in Section B of Schedule XI, and
the common "xternal tariff. After such negotiations all contracting parties
weuld be in a position to agrec that the o0ld Schedule no longer had any status.

It was inevitable, Mr. Propps continucd, that legal and tcchnical problems
shoula arisc in the creation of any custoins union. In this case, countrics
which had previously conducted thelr commercial policy without protective
devieces, had now introduccd a common external tariff with revenue as well as
protective aims. He felt surce that contracting parties would co-opcorate
with the mcmbers of the Customs Union to sclve the legal and technical probloems
presented so that the Union would realize its objectives and serve as an example
of what could be achieved in economic integration in Africa.

Mr. DE SMET (Europcan Economic Community) in supporting the adoption of
the report, thanked the Working Party for the frank and constructive manner
in which it had considered the Customs Union arrangement. The EEC was, he
continued, in favour of rcgional agrecments as a means of facilitating develop-
ment and raising living standards. DMoreover, such regional arrangements were
beneficial to third countries and led to the growth of world trade.

Mr. RYDFORS (Sweden) said his Government considecred that regional economic
integration of less-dcveloped countries could play an important r8le in their
development, As regards the status of the Schedule of Gabon, Swedcen noted that
all countries acceding under paragraph 5(c) of Article XXVI had accepted the
obligations which had previously cpplicd to them in relation to the GATT.
Sweden therclore reserved the right to discuss with Gabon the character and
scope of concessions undertaken., Sweden would. however, take into account in
any such discussions, the fact that Gabon was in the process of economic
development.

Mr. OCAYA {Uganda) expressed the support of his Government for the
Customs Union arrangement. Uganda was well aware of the valuc of integration
as it was a member of the East African Common Services Organization which
administered a common external tariff cmbracing the three East African countries.
This common tariff had been of considerable benefit in the encouragement of
industrial growth and in facilitating the collection of revenue.
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Mr. BEECROFT (Nigeria) also welcomed the Customs Union arrangement.
Customs unions, such as that under discussion, representced an impertant step
in the direction of morc comprehensive African economic.integration. Nigeria
had participated in the Working Party and was grateful for the information it
had received there. He noted that ths Customs Union arrangement conformed to
the provisions of the GATT.

Miss LOVAT-WILLIAMS (United Kingdom) expressed the hope that the Customs
Union arrangement would be successful in promoting development by the creation
of a larger market. The United Kingdom delegation shared the feeling that
difficulties arising from the establishment of & cowmmon exterral tariif could
be resolved amicavly and satisfactorily and hoped that the Customs Union was a
prelude to wider rcgional arrangoments in Afriea.

Mr. DAMAS (Gabon), spcaking on behalf of all five mcmbers of the Customs
Union arrangement, thanked contracting partics for the reception they had
given to it. He was convinced that the exchange of views in the Working Party
would inecrease the understanding of the problems of the less-developed countries
and thus contribute to the finding of solutions. In his view regional groupings
were the most effcetive means of promoting economic growth and were beneficial
to trade in gencral. Nuvertheless, the problems of the less-developed countrics
could not be overcome by action on the part of the less-developed countries
alone, Commcdity arrangements on a world-wide basis were necessary and he was
pleascd to note that GATT was giving considcration to such arrangements. He
hoped. too, that the work of the Committee on Legal and Institutional Framowerk
would be fruitful. Failure to assist less-developed countries in thelr develop-
ment could have disastrous consequences but such a failure was hard to cnvisage
in view of the favouraple responsc given by all contracting parties to the
problems raised in the course of the study of thce Customs Union arrangument.

Summing up, the CHAIRMAN noted that therc had been general ~grecement as
to the valuc of regional integration arrangements, but that some countries had
expressed certain rescrvations. He also noted the undertaking given by the
representative of the Union to keep the CONTRACTING PARTIES informed of further
developments so that the question could be e¢xamined again should this prove
necessary.

The report was adopted.
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2. Article XVIII

(2) Request by Ceylon for extension of release (L/2082 and Add.l)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the release granted te the Government of
Ceylon under Section C of Article XVIII, in respect of measures affecting
imports of sarongs, sarees and cotton plece-goods, had expired on 27 August 1963.
In document L/2082 and Add.l, the Gevernment of Ceylon had made a request for
an extension of this release for a further five years. The Council had
considered this matter in December and, by postal ballot, the release had been
extended, as an interim measure, until the close of the twenty-first session.

Mr. DE SILVA (Ceylon) recallad that the release for a period of five
years had been granted to Ceylon 2t the thirteenth session to facilitate the
marketing of certain locally produced textiles. This decision had subseguently
been amended to cover additionzal textile items. The Government of Ceylon
had set out in document L/2082 and Add.l the reasons for the application for
an extension of the release with regard to these items and had provided the
necessary particulars in accordance with the provisions of Article XVIIT. The
ratio of one local unit to every eight imported units which was currently being
applied under the Industrial Products Act had remained unchanged. Although
during the past years domestic productien of the textiles,covered by the release,
had shown 2 marked increase, the level of imports had remained relatively stacle
and was not likely to be disturbed. The Government of Ceylon was considering
alternative measures for assisting domestic industry but certain technical
adjustments had to be effected and ot the moment the situation which had given
rise to the initial application for release remained substantially unaltered.
There was no immediate prospect of discontinuing the Industrial Procducts Act
and Ceylon considered it essential that the measures authorized by the
provisions of Article XVIII should be extended for 2 further period of five
years, 2t the end of which time it was expected that action under the Industriai
Products Act would no longer be necessary.

Mr. HAMZA (United Arab Republic) said that in view of the facts outlined
in the statement by the representative of Ceylon, his Government would agree

to the request for an <xtension of the release.

Mr. SUZUKI (Japan) expressed the support of his Government for an
extension of the release.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Executive Secretary be requested to prepare
the text of a Decision exten ing the release for approval at a subsequent meeting.

This was agreed.
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(b) Annual review under varzgraph 6

The CHAIRMAN recalled that paragraph 6 of Article XVIII required that
the CONTRACTING PARTIES should review annually all measures applied pursuant
to the provisions of Sections C and D of the Article. He suggested that,as
the measures which were considered under sub-item (a) ~bove were the only ones
at present applied pursuant to the provisions of Sections C and D, the
consideration given to the measures in question could be regarded as disposing
of the need for any special review at the twenty-first session.

This was agreed.
SE B Ca—— vy

3. Consular formalities (L/2153)

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the CONTRACTING PARTIES had on several occasions
recommended that consular formalities be abolished as a step to ease world trade
and that consular formalities still maintained had besn reviewed by a Paiel
of Experts in 1962. The Panel's report had been submitted to the CONTRACTING
PARTIES as their twentieth sossion and it contained a recommendation that
governinents maintaining consular formalities snculd be invited to report to
the twenty-first session on the reasons for maintaining thew and on their
future policy in this regard. The Government of Turkey had submitted a
written report which had keen distriouted in document L/2153. The Chairman
enquired whether representatives of countries maintaining consular formalities,
but which nad not submitted 2 written report, wished to make oral statements.

Mr. MIGONE (Argentina) rec2lled that in October 1961 the Argentine
delegation had announced to the GATT Council the Argentine Government's decision
to remove all consular formalities and fees on 1 October of that year. Although
the reasons which led the Argentine Government to take this decision remained
valid, certain of the objectives of the customs rationalizaetion introduced at
that time were not =zttained and the Argentine Government had been compelled to
re-estublish the system of consular fees, The consular invoice entailing
much paper work ha2d not been reintroduced and . the collection of the fees now
tock place in the exporting country. In the view of the Argentine Government
the reintroduction of the fee, which it was noped would be transitional,
entailed the minimum intervention on the part of consulates and, on the other
hand, made it possible to have certification of trade documentation in keeping
with Argentine legislation. If the collection of the fee in the exporting
country were abandoned, this would require administrative modifications in the
Argentine which were impractical at the present tima.
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Commenting on the future policy of the Argentine Government, Mr. Migone
reminded contracting parties that the present Argentine Government had

assumed office only a few months previously and had devoted itself to reviewing
and revising measures adopted by previous administrations. In due course the
consular fez would be subjected to this resiew and the Argentine Government
would then decide whether it was possible to revert to the system of complete
removil of consular formalities 2s had previously been intended.

Mr. BOSCH (Uruguey) recalled that his delegation hed already announced
the introduction of simplifications in the administration of customs formalities
in Uruguay. For lwdsetor,y roacsons 19 had noh, Rowever, provad poszcible to re-
duce feez. The Uruguayan Government had been studying further simplification
of the formalities including the removal of consular invoices and bills but had
not yet reached z decision. It was the hope of the Uruguzyan Government that
it would, where procticable, be able to satisfy the wishes of the CONTRACTING
PARTTES in this regard.

Mr. VALIADAC (Brnzil) stated that his Government had always attached
importance to the recommcendations of the CONTRACTING PARTIES that consular
formalities should ve removed or simplified. The Brazilian Government had
recently simplified 2 number of censular farmalities and n~ad, in certain cases,
reduced fees. Details of the steps teken would be circulated in the near future.
Brazil had not been in a position to comply fully with the recommendations of
the CONTRACTING PARTIES but had adopted such measures ar wore practicable under
present circumstances.

Mr. AWUY (Indonesia) reported that his Government had been unable to take
any steps to implement the recommendations of the CONTRACTING PARTIES. It
was still, however, the intention of the Indonesian Government to abolish all
consular formalities a3 zoon as possible.

Mr. RYDFORS (Sweden) recalled that his was one of the countries which had
sponsored the recommendation of the CONTRACTING PARTIES thut consular formalities
be removed in the interest L7 facilitating world trade. In this connexion they
had taken into account views cxpressed by Governments of Argentini. and Cuba
that it would be in the interest of the final consumer if trade were to be
conducted withcut ceasular rformalities. In the vicw of the Swedish Government,
the experience gained in countries which had removed formalities showed that
this could be done witbeuvt great difficul®y since control could be achieved by
other means and income derived from other sources. He noted with satisfaction
the efforts of the Governments of Turkey and Brazil to modify their consular
formalities.



SR.:21/3
Page 27

Where countries were unable to remove immediately all restrictions, the
Swedish Government would welcome measures which represented progress towards
that goal. In this connexion, Mr. Rydfors mentioned the desirability of
abclishing the requirements for presentation of documents long before the
departure of a vessel. 11 certain cases some countrises required presentation
of documents seventy-two hours before departure. In an age when documents
¢ould be dispatched ty airmail rather than by ship, such steps seemed un-
necessary and in fact mest countries applying consular formalities now permitted
presentation of documents zfter the departure o a vessel.

Mr. Rydfors suggested that the countries still applying consular formalitles
at the time of the next session be invited to report to that session on the
reasons for their maintenance =5 well as their future pelicy. He expressed the
hope that progress would be made befere the twenty-second session and particularly
that no country would reintroduce formalities already removed.

Miss LOVAT-WILLIAMS (United Kingdom) welcomed the action taken by Turkey
and Brazil and the fact that other countries were studying the possibility of
complying with the CONTRACTING PARTIES' reccmmendations. It had to be borne in
mind that consular formalities were often more restrictive than other trade
barriers. It was regrettable that Argentina had had te reintroduce, as a
temporary measure, consular fees previocusly eliminated. It was the hepe of the
United Kingdom delegation that the question of consular formalities would shortly
be removed from the agenda of the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

Mr. SKAK-NIEISEN (Denmark) associated himself with the views expressed by
the representatives of Sweden and the United Kingdom.

Mr. IBSEN (Norway) shared the hope that it would scon he possible to eliminate
all consular formelitics and suggested that the item be placed on the agenda for
the tweniy-second session.

Mr. RISTIC (Yugoslavia) recalled that even before its provisional accession
to the GATT, Yugoslavia had abolished most consular formalities. There now
remained only one instance where a fee was applied and the Government was
currently studying thc possibility of its removal. It was hoped that removal
would be achieved in the near future.

HMr. EMRE (furkey) drew attention tc document L/2153, which showed that, in
compliance with the recommendations of the CONTRACTING TARTIES, the Turkish
Government intended tc relax and simplify formalities and to eliminate fees.

At present bills to this effect were before the General Assembly of the Turkish
Parliament, o steps taken indicated the willingness of the Turkish Government
to adhere to the spirit of the GAIT.

Mr. STONER (Canada) emphasized that it would bs particularly appropriate.
in a year when contracting parties were devoting their energies to the removal
of tariff and non-tariff barriers, if substantial progress could be made in the
elimination of consular formalities.
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Mr. SCHNEBLI (Switzerland) pointed out that his country had commercial
contacts with most of the world and wished to see barriers such as consular
formalities removed in the intercst of facilitating trade. He supperted the
position taken by the representative of Sweden and ncted that although one
country had found it necessary to reintroducc consular fevus, progress had been
made,

Mr. CARMODY (Australia) noted with satisfaction that some progress had
been achicved. It was unfortunate that onc country had had to re-institute
consular fees on a2 temporary basis. Mr., Carmody pointed cut that fees
represented, in some cascs, a considerable charge on imports and bore no relation
to the services renderecd. It had been calculated that they could amount to
5 per cent of value at the consulate and 8 per cent in the importing country.

He urged that a major effort should be made to eliminate the remaining forma-
litics before the twenty-scecond session.,

Mr. SEii GUPTA (Indiz) recalled that consular formalities had been on the
agenda of the CONTRACTIHG PARTIES since 1952 and suggested that it would be
appropriate if such formalitics could be removed in the current year when
liberalizaticn was being contemplated on a wide front.

Mr. PROPPS (United States) statcd that his Government had noted with
interest the action t“xen and trusted that further progress would be possible.
He suggested that when countries made modifications in their consular forma-
lities they should immediatcly notify the CONTRACTING PARTIES. He proposed
that the item bc maintained on the agenda for the twenty-second session.

The CHAIRMAN, in summing up, noted that the progress made had been welcomed
but that regret had becn vciced that one country had had temporarily to re-
introduce consular fees. It was nctoworthy that even those countries which
maintained consular formalities reccgnized the desirability of their removal.

The Chairman proposced that the item should remain on the agenda for the
twenty-sccond session, when countries still maintaining consular formalities
would either roport their zbolition or provide reasons for their maintenance
and devails of futurc pelicy. He also suggested that contracting parties
modifying their rcquirements should lmmacdiztel s advisce the CONTRACTING PARTIES

of the action tain n,

This was agreed,
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L, Subsidies - the "Standstill" on Article XVI:4

The CHAIRMAN said that this item had been included on the agenda to afford
the CONTRACTING PARTIES an opportunity to review the status of the Declaration
of 19 November 19€0 providing for a "Standstill" in connexion with the provisions
of paragraph 4 of Article XVI. The Declaration had expired at the end of 1963.
The Chairman recalled that in November 1960 the CONTRACTING PARTIES had drawn
up two Declarations relating to paragraph 4 of Article XVI. The second Declaration,
entitled the "Declaration Giving Effect to the Provisions of Article XVI:&",
which had become operative in November 1962, remained in force for the sixteen
contracting parties which had accepted it. The "Standstill" Decclaration had been
intended as a first stage towards the abclition of subsidies and had been drawn
up for acceptance by contracting parties which were not prepared at that time
to accept the "Giving Effect" Declaration., The Chairman also pointed out that
an acceptance of the "Giving Effect” Declaration automatically constituted an
acceptance of the "Standstiil" Dazclaraticn. Not many contracting parties, other
than the sixteen which were parties to both declarations, had accepted the
"Standstill" Declaration.

Mr. SUZUKI (Japan) recalled that his country was a signatory to the "Stand-
st111' Declaration since Japan had not to date heen able to accept the "Civing
Effect" Declaration. However, as had been pointed out in document L/l625
circulated in November 1961, it was the intenticn of the Japanese Government to
sign the "Giving Effect" Declaration on the completion of certain domestic
legislative changes. The Japanese Government would sign this Declaration not
later than the end of March 1964,

Mr. PROPPS (United 3%

ates) and Miss LOVAT-WILLIAMS (United Kingdom) welcomed
the announcement by the repre

sentative of Japan.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it would be desirable to provide for an extension
of the "Standstill" Declaration and that the Ixecutive Secretary be requested to
prepare a draft for consideration by the CONTRACTING PARTIES at a mursoguans
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5. Newly-Independent States

The CHAIRMAN reczlled that, by the Decision of 14 November 1962, the CONTRACTING
PARTIES had prolonged their recommendation for the de facto application of the
GATT to certain newly-indevendent States of Africa, This Decision provided for
a review ~f the status of the territories concerned to be undertaken at the
twenty-fimst session. With two exceptions (Congo (Leopoldville) and Mali) the
countiries concerned had now acceded to the General Agreement.

.
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The Government of Conzo (Leoovcldville) had submitted a request for o Purther
sxtension of the dy frcto -»elice-tion, oxwl-inine th-t it v o cngngea in o
anerenl plon of erocnisetion rundored noccsssry bty mony recont disturbing cvents,
therefore & further period would be reguired in order to determine the future
commercial policy of the Revnublic. The Government hoped to arrive within a
rensonable period at a finml docision conccrning aceession to the GAIT.

The Chairien added that it was his understanding th-=t the Government of Congo
(Leopoldville) woss preparced tc continue to apply the G'TT on o de facto besis
to the trade of the contrscting pertics.

Mr, DE SIET (Zuropesn lconomic Community) and Mr. B3LCROFT (Nigeria)
proposed that the recommendation ior de facto application should be renewed
in respect of both Congo (Leopoldville) nand Mali.

The CH.IRMAN sugg:stecd thet an extcension of thec Decision be granted
until the close of the Tirst scssion of the CONTRACTING PARTINS in 1965,
He felt that it would not be nccesssary to draw up » formal recommendation
to this effect if this ware the unsnin~us wish of the CUNTRACTING PARTIES.
The reccominendation for the continued espplicetion of de facto applicetion of
the GATT to the trade of the Congo (Lecpoldville) »nd Mali would be brought
to the attention of govermments in & GATT dccument »nd would be recorded in
the next supplemcnt of the Besic Instrumcents and Selected Documents.

This wres agreed.

Mr. SUNINWA (Congo (Leopoldville)) expressed thc avprecimtion of his
Government fcr the understending of the CONTRACTING PARTIAS in agreeing to
the request for »n extension of the Recormendation. Fis Government would
endoaveur t0 resch in ressonsble timec 2 decision on whethcr or not it would
acccde to the G'T1T. It wes a source of regret to the Government of Congo
(Leopoldville) thet for internsal rensons it was still uneble to play its
full part in the work of the CUNTRICTING PLRTIZIS, particulsrly in throse
bodies concerned with the devcleopment of the trade ol the less-dcveloped
countries.

6. keports under waivers

(a) Austrslia/Papua - wew Guinea (L/21064)

Mr, CARMODY (Austrelin) seid that in order to meet the tinc-t~tls of the
twenty-first session the nustrrlisn Government hed compiled its Tenth Annual
Report (L/2164) at an osrlicer deate then usunl. This Report siiowed that in
1963 fustralis had teken nction under the weiver in respect of coffec and
recently some timber items. Consultntions had been held with the Government
of Uganda on the subjoct of cofiee and these had been successfully eoncluded.
A48 regards timber the Australisn Governiment was prepsared to consult with any
contracting party which folt thst its trede was substantially threatencd.
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It hod been pointed out, however, that aversge imports of the two timber
items concerned from Pspua~New Guinea had becen 4.£5,000 in the lest two
years os compared with the average totsl import of A.£750,000,

Referring to the messurcs taken under the waiver since the Decision of
the CONTRACTING PARTIES, IMr. Cormody steted thet there could be little doubt
that these had been of meterisl assistance in encoursging the econonic
development of Papua-New Guines,

Mr. PROPPS (United States) observed that the Tenth Annusl Report had
only recently been distributed »nd his delegetion had not had time to conduct
o detailed study of its contents. The offer of Austrelia for consultations
on the two timber items hed been noted »nd the United States would avail
itself of this oppcrtunity if necess=ary. It had to be noted, however, thet
by extending margins of preference on the two timber items prior to con-
sultations with intercsted p-rtics, the Australian Government had appe=red
to act inconsistently with the provisions of psragraph 2 of the Decision of
13 Xovember 1956.

The Report was noted on the understsnding that contrscting parties
were free to request consultations with Austrslis on the two timber items
concernad,

(b) Itely - Trode with Libye (L/2034 »nd L/2039)

Mr., MARCHETTI (Itely), in presenting the Eleventh Report of Italy (L/2034)
under the Visiver Decision of 9 October 1952, pointed out thet the validity
of the Decision terminstcd =t the end of 1964 and that the situstion eould
be reviewed at thest time. The renort conteined a stetisticsl analysis of
trrde betwecn Italy ond Libya and showed that Libya benefited from the
srrrngement which did not, however, ccnstitute any significant prejudice to
the trede of contracting parties. Ttoely wes -t %ih dispos-1 of contrecting

e
P

portics fop ~py ~dditioncl inforuiction thoy wicht roguircs

Pre ALI MUSA (Libyn) drew nttention to certoin points contained in the
Report (L/2039) which showed thet the Libysn Government had made considerable
cfforts to encourage development of exports to werld mrrkets on a competitive
basis. However, particularly »s rcsesrds olive oil and tunny fish, the
speciol tr~ding reletions wore still velunble and contributed to the economic
development of Libyn.

- The Rerorts were noted.

(¢) Khodesia »nd Hyssalond - United Kingdom torritories (1/2116)

The CIAIRMAN drew the =~ttention of contracting prrties to = Revort of
the Governrient of Rhodesis and Nynsslsnd (L/2116), submitted before the
dissolution of the Federstion, on action tekcn by the Federsl Government in
1963 undcr the Waiver granted in 1960, The Report showed that favourable
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toriff trestment had been accorded to certain decpund.nt territories with

the intention of assisting their economic development. Due notification
of the Federal Government's intention hod been madec but no contracting porty
had asked for consultetions in terms of the Weiver.

The Report was noted.

(d) South Africa/Article I (L/2126)

Tne CAIRVAY Avew ottention Lo 2 Report oL ovarnment of Scouth

s - - . . .
africt {L/2127 recordins ~ction w apecial enstoms

Treatment to coertain procucie fron iui

N Y e 3 - e LN ]
The Revnort w3 oot .de.
¥ diel G

7. TFellowship Programmc and Tochnical Assistence (L/2166)

The IECUTIVE SHCRITARY drew attention to certein fentures of his rerort.

T/21E5 s He coid that, é-onive the conciderchle exdt onsicn in the achtivities
of the sceretorict conseguont uron i convciderable onlaorgomoant of membirchip of
the organization »nd thc intensificetion of its activities, it hnd beon
possible to meintain snd cven to extend assistance to those contrrcting
porties which were in the early stages of development. In addition to
meainteining the traditional in-service training progr=mme, the GATT had
initiated a new venture in Africs and wes developing the progrrume of
technicel essistance to ncwly-independent States.

The in-service training programme continued to enjoy considerable
support from contracting psrties and indeed it weas clesr thot if the
facilitics were available its scope could be substrntislly cxtended.

In considering the possibility of expension it had alwrnys been his main
preoccupation that expension should not be st the cost of the effectivencss
and efficiency of the prograrme, 2 consideration which hod imposed limitations
on the nwaber of cmndidstes that could be ~ccepted. However, the time had
perhaps coume when crreful considermtion should be given to the possibility
of an enlsrgement of the progromne and to somc modification in its
administration, The Executive Secretary said the~t with this end in view,
he was holding discussions with the United Nations, snd os soon »s thesec
studies had been carried further he weould be submitting proposesls to the
CONTRACTING PARTICS, In the meantime, »nd in order teo give rccognition to
the importrnce of the progrsmme and to provide for more systumatic admini-
stration, he hed appointed a full-time Director to suvpervise the progremme
and hnrd 2llocrted additionnl scecretarist staff to asszist,
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Comrienting on the socond prowt o the report, the Exceutive S.cori-ry
drow attention to the serics of courses in Afriecs which h~d been enlerged
in scope in 1963 ond which werc conducted with thce full collaboration and
agsistance of the kconomic Cormission for Africa and the United Netions
Bureau of Technicel Assistance Cperctions., It wes noteworthy =nd a
matter of satisfection thet, ~lthough originally intended to ceter for
junior officials, the progrmmuc had arouscd such interest smong Africsn
countries that a number of more experienced officisls had found it helpful
to participate. The reomctions of the governmncnts which sent prrticipnants
to the Africen courses had been very favouratle =nd sgain there would not
appear tO be any guestion ss to the value of this pearticulsr nctivity nor
as to the desirability of continuing »nd wherc possitle cxtending it.

He proposed, with the assent of the CONTRACTING FLRTIES, to enter into
discussions with the United Nsticns Buresau of Technicnl Assistance Operations
and the Econoinic Cummission for Afriecn with » view to arranging further
courses in 1964,

Finally, referring to P xt 111 of th. revort rosording tochnic-l
assistonce to newly-indepondent Stetes in dealing with their comnercisl
policy nroblems, the Executive Secrctary stated thot during 1963 the GATT
E=d undertesken n nwnber of missions, certein of them of scme importsnce,
for example, the missions to Liby~ snd to Somslia, Towrrds the end of
1963, discuscions had becn hceld with officinls of Ugnndn cencerning the
dispatch of a GATT team of ecxports to study the possibility snd desirnbility
of revising the custous teriffs of Vrandns, Tenganyiks »~nd Kenya, and o
preliminary mission wes slready in East Africe. It was prcbable thnt
similrr requests would be recelved during 1964 ond, in view of the value
of this type of technical sssistance for the newly-independent less-
developed countries, it would be his intention to meke every effort to
accommodate them. IT these requests involved finsncisl expenditures not
covered by the rcgulor budget it would, he considered, be appropriaste to
report these metters to the Council or to drow upon the working cepitsl
fund.

The represent=atives of Crnnda, India, Federal Republic of Germsny,
Yugoslevis, Ugandn, ./igeris, BEuropean Eccnomic Community, Indonesia,
Czechoslovekia, "rgentina, Ghana, United States and Sweden congratulated

_the Executive Secretery on the In-Sorvice Treinive Yronrerme, the ihint
GLTT/ECA Course in Africe =nd on the assistance afforded to newly-independent
St=tes in connexion with commercial poclicy problems, and endorsed his
decision to strengthen the staff allocotion with regard to these progrrmmes.
They emphasized the cpiniorn cf their Governments that this work wes of
great practical valus and shoull be continucd and where possiblc extended.
They expressed their willingness to consider eny propossls by the Executive
Secretrry concerning the further intensification of these programmes.
Gratitude wes also expressed te the UNTAB »nd ECA for their r~ssistr-ne..
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Mr. UABA (United Areb Renublic) assccisted himself with the genersl
remarks rocorded =bove snd adviscd that the Government of the United Arasd
Republic had submitted »n invitation to thc Executive Secretary for the
nembers of the present In-Service Training Coursc to spend fourteen days
in Cniro. He considered that it would be useful for trrinees to spend scme
time in studying the commercinl problems of less-developed countries as
well as those of industrirlized countries.

The revort of the Exccutive Secretary wrs zdopted,

The meobing adjourned at 5.30 p.m,



