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i BY MR, A. B, SPIEKENBRINK PRESIDENT OF THE
NDS J_dau-?I N BEFORE FINAL FLENARY & I

Ur, Chalroan,
Now thst so many distingulshed colleagues already have given

helr ominion with regard to the results of the United Natlons

Conference on Trade & Employment you will no doubt understand and

o

elso apprecliate thiat I 1lnlt mysclf to a relevively short state—
oent,

I will then in the first place assoclate mysclf with all she
previous spcarers who cxpressed shelr gratitudc to you, ur, Chalr-
man, and the other oz“icbru of our confcrence Tor theolr guidance

in our discussisns and thelr manifold and strenuous ciforts 1n this

ct
Q
(o]
-y
ci
8}
Y
=i
[}
2]
(5
ct
For
)
(o]
oy
m
o]
fol]

rcspect, VWholchoartedly I include in this vo

preters, male and Tenale, who often have nad long working hours
thc grosgter part of which they had to spend i1n those nlce leoking
but still very unconfortable glass cages,

With regard to our sharc in the dlscussion I think, Mir, Chairnan,
that I may say that the Delegation of the Kingden of the Netherleands,
whilst consistently nelntaining a spiris of cooperation and compro-

nise, has tricd to contribute to the workk »f the confercnce, Ve did
this with groat cnthusiasm as 1t 1s tiac consldercd opinion of oy
Government that cvery effort tn izmrove the relrtions Detween the
nations of the world and especially thosc in the cconsmic fiegld,
shoyli oc sunported to the greatest e¢xtent, My country has shown
thls attitude in the past and after the war in nn loss degree vhen
carticlpating in the worlk of the Unlted Natlons, Personally I o
very happy,. lir, Chairmen, that it has becn ny good fortune to talke

zart in the scssions of the Freparstory Committee 'in London and in
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Geneva and T2 have now the henour of signing, in the npne of the
xingdon of the Netherlsnds, the Final aAct of the hovana Confercnce.
Berore deing so I feel obliged to remind youw, lir, Chalrnmon, again
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the Tect that the Hingdon of the Netherlands 1s 1n a proccess of
reconstruction, not only with regard t» the territories 1n Asia
et also to thosc in the Cerribean, I trust thnat, when the time

cones t3 consider the menbership of the Internaticnal Trade Organ—
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atlon under the stipulaticns of Article 7?1 cf the Havana Chartcr,
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onstruction will hove cone to a satisfactory
end, so thnt my Gevernment will be able to rut the necessary Tacts
and Proposlitions belfore the Interim Executlve Committee, we have
Just sct up, or vo the Dircctor General of the Intcrnational Trade
Organization_if such an offlclal will by then have becn appointed,
In the neantine, lir, Chalrman, we shall continue in the samc
gziriv thst guided us durding this eonforence and in the previous
neceting of the Freparatory Committee, In this cnnnection. I nay be
merzitiod o remind you, that in the meetings of the Qontractin;
Pertics %o the CGeneral Asreement cn Tariffs =~nd Tralle, which Jjust
have Tcen concluded, I had the honour and pleassurce tn announce
thrt my Governnent has nntified the Secrctary-General »T the
nited Nntions of the fret that in addltion tn the netropolitan

wuntry slsy the Nethorlands Inlies, Curacao and Surinmn will

apply provisionelly the Geoneral Agrcoment on Tariffs and Trode
L

et <

aceorcing to the stipulations of the Frotocol of Provisional

2rnlication signed in Gencva on Ccetober 30 last year,
lr, Chalirman, during this confercnce the countrics »f the
Benclux again worlkcd in closc collaboratinn and 1t thercfore has

tecn a great pleasure To nc that ny cstceemed colleaguc and Iriend,

r, liax Suctens, has becn given ample opzortunity to usc his great

e

zifts in several Tunctions, Thet the Benclux as a customs union
1s a meaber of the Interinm Commission gives great satisfaction to

ny Government, My delegation is convinced that thls Comnilssion
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under the sble chalrmenship of our cstecned colleague, Hr, Jana
Wilrress, will use its best offcorts to find o sclution Ior the Tew
outstaniing protlens with regrrd to the prescnt text of the Cherter,
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roblons T owould 1ike $o nention in narticular the sreclal

s

rosition of Switzerleond with which country the Netherlands have
such hany and fruitful truic relations,

As you will understand, my country 1s very interested 1n the
stipulations ot article 42 of the Eavane Charter which deals with
custons unions and Trec tralc arcas, It is our opinion that this
erticle hes undcrgonc e greet inprovenent in Havana and 1T is my
sincerc hone that torciher with articlc 15, which glves cortnin
rulcs for proferential arrengcments for ceonomic developnent, 1T
will fora the framcwori within which the Hembors of the ITO will
be artle to construe greater ccononic units and by dolng sn will
give a very valuable contribution to the cxpansion of world trade,
Tho Tact that ot the ssme time we werce considering these problens
herc, a very importaznt grour of Ruropean countirics has been dis-
cussing concretc measures directed towards an incrcasinzly greater
ceononic collaboration, whilc last Saturday notice was given of the
intended conclusion of ~ custam union between France and Italy,
nelzes 1t 2bundantly clear that the just nmentloncd articles in
conjunctlon with all the other arsticles and principles of the
Chorter arc tascd on rcalities,

In this conncction, Mr, Chalrman, I milght also cxpress ny
sctlsfaction with thc ncw text of the old article 93, now article
53, which denls with the relaticns with non-nmerbers of the Inter-
neationsl Treie Crganlzation, It 1s our opinion that the attraction
tn Lo a ncmter of the ITC nmust arisce fron the uscful worl of that
Orgenization ~nd thnt we should not sccl an -I night say- cnforced
cnlistment »f other countrles into thot Crganization, At the sane

tine we arc in favour of a spcedy cniry into forcec of the Ravana
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Chartor and have therclfore sugiorted those delegntes who spolic
in favour of the old text of the present article 103 of the
Chartcr, However, vic too conslder the present text of that

article to T¢ a reasong-lc conpromlsc bLetween differcent polnts
. L

o

of wvicw, .

lir, Chalrman, as I promised to be btrief, I nentioned only a
few articles of the Havang Choarter although for instance. I would
have 1iked to deal at morc length with the Chapter VIII of the
Hovenao Chortor which denls with the scttlement of disputes, Ly
dclenting 1s of the opinion that compared with the Geneva text
this reart of the Chnrter has teen areatly inproved, Therce is no
nged Tfor =c to emphasize that the Kingdom of the Netherlands,
comnrising as 1t doos territorles in diffcrent stagcs of ccononic
Sevelonpnent which oan the other hand have generslly suffored great
DG oWing O the recent War- 1s vitally intercsted in practically
every article of the Chartcr, we have =lways tried to state our
point or vicw kceping in mind the nocds and wishes of the dil-
ferent parts of the Xingdom and although —as rrectically cvery
colleasue— I cannot say that we arc cntirely in agroement with the
present text of all the articles of the Eavana Charter, wec too
conslider the results of our worll as a rcasonatle comprozisc which
I too &= Lazy to guthenticate by the signature of the Final fLet,

As n contrectinzg Farty to the CGenersl Agrecement on Tariffs aznd -
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atory »T the Frotocol of Provisional Application

0T the sz18 ~greenment, the Xilngdom of the Nethorlands will cven

nave to g0 further in cortsin respccts, Acting on the full'powers

I nave rccelved, I hope to sizn on Wednesday also different proto-
cols which heve the imncdiste or ultimate purpose of bringing
certain stivulztions of the general agrcement on tariffs & trade intc
conformlsy wlth the corresponding articles of the Havans Chartoer,
tr, Chalrmen, I will not takZc up more of your tine and will-
thereforc end with oy thanks to you and to all our colleasucs

present herc for the spirlt of nutual trust and friendship in (more)
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which we havec conlucted our deliberaticons and might ask you also
to sutnit the thanks of ny delegation to the Cuban Governnent and
t> the city of Havana Tor the kind and often overwheloling
hospitallity shiown to us,
I thenls you,

Yo S W



