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UNIFED STATES TARIFF CTASSIFICATION

Request by the United States for a Further
Extension of the Decision of 20 July 1963

The following communication has been received from the United States delegation.

e

By o decision which became effective on 20 July 1963, the coutracting partics
granted to the United States a waiver from thc provisions of Article II, making it

possible for the United States to give offcct to the Revised Teriff Schedules of tho
United States (TSUS) before having comploted the nceessary “bﬂC&OuluinF of Scned ule XX
in accordence with Article XXVIIZI. Thesc revised Teriff 3chodules wore accordingly
made cffective oin 31 August 1963.

The waiver was oxteaded until 30 Junc 1965, by the Deeision of 26 July 1964, to
permit negotiations to continuc.

The United States requests that the Deeision be further extended uatil
30 Junc 1966. Whercas agreements have beeon reached and settlemeat documents signed
with twenty-threoe contractisg partics and, the United States belioves, no obstacles

c
emain to scttlement with two additional con tracting partics, ncgotiations arc not |
concluded with the remaining five contractiug partics cffected by the tzriff changces.

The principal causc of delay in these remaining five ncgotiaticns has becon the

effort on the part of the United States to cori~ct certcin errors, including some of

articular concern to these contracting partics, in the new schedulas through
legislative actiom. The Congress did not complete action on the amondments bill
presented to it in 1964, A new bill, substonticlly the same as the 1964 lcgislation,
vias Introduced to the now Congress ot its prescnt scssion. The House of
Representatives has already acted on the bill and it is now boforc the Scnate for
consideration.

The contracting partics concerncd naturally wish to await final action on the
bill before concluding negotiations.

It is not possible to predict when action on the pending
complieted. € would, of coursc, bc prudent te cllow for any
lative process. It 1s for this reason that o full year's cxtension of tho woalver
is requested.

The United dtates sharces the intercst of its ncgotiating partao ~ngd other
contracting portics in sccing these negotiations concluded ot the ca est possivle
date. The Unlted States has cvery intontion of pressing forward as rapidly as
circumstances permit.
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