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Addendum

SPAIN

The following communicationhas beenreceived from the representativeof
Spain. It will be noted that the Government of Spaincalls attention toits
previous reports on theformalitiesrequiredinconnexionwith importation and
raaffirms its view that Spain's reçuirements comply withthe general lines of the
recommendationmadein 1962 by the CONTRACTING PARTIESconcerning the abolition
of consular formalities in accordance with the Recommendation of 1952, as amended
in 1957.

With reference to item No. 13of the provisional agenda of the twenty-third
session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES to GATT, on the consular formaliticsstill
applied by some governments of the contracting parties, the secretariat has
publisheddocument L/2563 in which Spainisamongthose countries that
stillapply consular formalities.

At the meeting fotheCouncil on 14 March 1966I replied to the request of

the Chairman for information from the representativesof the countries mentioned
in the said document with a brief statement on the positionofmy countryinthat
matter. 'T^firmd the odeclaraticn =Lde p- cur represern native at the twenty-

second session of the CONTRACTINGPARTIES, that is tosay.that Spain no longer
applies any consular formalities whichcould be considered an obstacleto inter-
naticnal trade.

under instructionsfrom my Government, and witha view to completingthis
statement,I havethe honour to communicate the followingto you:

In document L/2563 published by the secretariat of GATT on2March1966
Spainis included in the listof ten countries which accerding to that
document still apply as ageneralrule consular formalities, and whichare
reuested to supply the secretariat with reports on thematter for con-
sideration at the twenty-third session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES. Spain is
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mentioned in tha, document in spite of the declarations made by the Spanish.
delegation to the effect that that country does not require any consular
formalities in general nor, in particular, consular invoices certifying the
origin of the goods; this information was published in document L/2187,
issued by the secretariat of GATT on 26 March 1964, and in the declaration
made by the representative of Spain at the twenty-second session of the
CONTRACTING PARIES on 8 March 1965.

The Spanish Government confirms its previous declarations to the effect
that it does not require the production of consular invoices and that, when it
is necessary to prove the origin of goods, the certificate for that purpose
can be supplied either by the chambers of commerce or by the customs
authorities of the country of origin and, of course, on request, by the
Spanish consulates, baut in this case it is never coempulsory. Moreover, the
legalization charge for a visa of a certificate of origin is so slight that
it cannot in any case be considered an obstacle to international trade. In
consequence of the above, Spain considers that its attitude in this mat zer
complies with the general lines of the Recommendation of the COBTRACTING
PARTIESin 1962 concerning the abolition of consular formalities in
accordance with the Recommendation of 1952, as amended in 1957.


